WHEN YOU WISH UPON A STAR

We all face challenges in our lives some doablemsteeem insurmountable. For Tom Pearson the ngalle
of being diagnosed with Hodgkins disease and comfiraugh to fulfil his dream is one challenge adbus
will never face.

TOM

Tom was a young enthusiastic student who enjoyert spd a great family life. Then suddenly afteeason
cricket match Tom complained of sore legs, tiredreesd night sweats. After Tom’s mum Jenny and dad
David consulted their GP it was decided that somnnér tests were necessary. After extensive &sts
x-rays Tom was diagnosed with Hodgkins LymphongestaB an advanced stage of the disease which
would require chemotherapy and radiation treatment.

Tom'’s specialist informed Tom’s parents that theas a 10cm tumour in his chest, another one isitteof
his chest and also in the spleen and stomach. Tolmred so many tests, xrays, blood tests but resdain
strong and focused on his dream even though héohaalve 6 chemotherapy sessions and 15 days of
radiation treatment!

Although only 10 years old at the time he showedzanyg courage and when he started to lose higvaiof
his school buddies shaved their heads so Tom wealdkay!

David would often take Tom to the Barramundi famtioe Sunshine coast so he could have some enjaymen
fishing between treatments.

After his treatments Tom came through with couraggermination and love and support from his family
and friends.

TOM'S DREAM

When he was first diagnosed his only wish was téigfoing when he was better! No if's or but’'s.Hedra
himself a frame in the shape of a fish out of catduclay and set himself a goal 'to have a photoimiself
with a very big fish in that frame’!

Inside the frame he had written”"My Goal’ Wow

Tom is now in remission and was approached by thkevh wish foundation AND NOW READ ON TO
FIND OUT HOW EXCITING THE FISHING TRIP WAS FOR TOMND HIS FAMILY.

THE TRIP

We departed Yorkeys Knob marina in Cairns on b&agtor a new 58ft Precision bound for the outer
barrier reef and Bigfish. The forecast was freshiigghtening 30 knots with a 3-4 metre swell.

My first thoughts were of activities behind thefrbat when we reached the shelf all seemed ok amalyt
surprise Tom was sitting in the game chair withgaguin on his face as he and his sister Katie teoimat the
huge swells and laughed [I guess when you've beerugh what Tom has, a big wave is just a big wiave!
Heading north and about time for lines in, we sgb# fish on the left bait . After coaxing the ftsthite Tom
was hooked up to his dream!

Shortly after Tom had caught and released hisMiatin 150kg plus on a circle hook. What a waystart.
The next day was rough again and although thenfishvas quite we had a great time with reef fishing
snorkelling and light tackle.

We headed to the Ribbon reefs the lines were alifam was hooked up again, this time to a 40kgalutt
tuna, a hard fitting member of the tuna familyeath good battle the fish was landed.

The next day took us into Cooktown to drop off Jeand Tom'’s sister Kate as they had to head back to
Brisbane. We headed back out to the reef edgebsioRireef 3 and within minutes David was hooked ant
nice Black Marlin over 300kg after releasing thehfive headed back to the reef for the night.

The next morning Tom was hooked up again, this tioree huge trevally or GT after a long battle hedied
a 30kg plus GT on light tackle, a fish most angtieam of!

Tom'’s enthusiasm was infectious and | am sure dwpsl with a fishing rod! Tom also landed Coral trou
rainbow runners, mackerel and tuna.



THANKS TOM

Over 30 odd years of fishing | have had the pleas@ifishing with paraplegic anglers, disabled yotihe
‘Make a wish’ foundation and Starlight foundatidiishing with Tom Pearson was an inspiration and a
pleasure. He is a courageous and courteous yoandand a bloody good fisherman]

Tom was recently asked “Do you think you are mép&ttong?” Tom’s reply was

‘If you had to get out of your mum’s car knowinguhad to go into start chemotherapy wouldn’t yeu b
mentally strong?”

I would like to thank Jennifer McDougall from Casrgamefish charters, the Make a Wish Foundation,
Raptor charters and of course Tom and his familyafishing trip | will never forget.
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